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AY2020 RJE3 online course 
Session 1. History and Culture 
"Human History in the North: Alternative History of Human"   
Prof. KATO Hirofumi / Hokkaido University 
"Ancient Cultures and Landscape Changes of Holocene in the continental  
South Far East of Russia" 
Prof. POPOV Alexander / Far-Eastern Federal University 
 

Session 2. Living Environment and Regional Development 
"The Urban Integration and Revitalization Program on Population Reducing City"   
Prof. SETOGUCHI Tsuyoshi / Hokkaido University 
"Creative Methods in Designing" 
Prof. SAMSONOVA Evgeniya / Pacific National University 
 

Session 3. Natural Environmental and Resource 
"Vegetation and material cycling of permafrost ecosystem "   
Prof. SUGIMOTO Atsuko / Hokkaido University 
"Introduction to Circumpolar North: Permafrost Condition" 
Prof. FEDOROV Alexander / North-Eastern Federal University 
 

Session 4. Politics and Economy 
"Sustainable Development of the Russian Arctic" 
Prof. TABATA Shinichiro / Hokkaido University 
"Japan and Japanese: the view from Russia (XIX- 1st half of XX centuries)" 
Prof. KUZNETSOV Sergey / Irkutsk State University 





I am researching methods for planning and supplying public housing for the formation of compact 
cities, targeting municipalities in Hokkaido and Tohoku, where the population is currently declining 
rapidly. In February 2019, I stayed at the Pacific National University in Khabarovsk, Russia for a 
week, and presented my thesis. In Russia, there are challenges in the future management of aging 
public housing, so many people had great interest and the social significance of the research. From 
this experience, research aimed at solving problems related to urban environment and development 
due to population decline is important not only in Japan but also in regions where population decline 
will become more serious in the future, and we will collaborate in all regions. I have become 
strongly aware that I am required to act toward a solution. Therefore, by continuing to work on the 
RJE3 program, I want to have an opportunity to learn and think about sustainable development by 
myself, not only in Japan but also in the Far East and the Arctic Circle. 
 
Unlike usual years, both classes and workshops were held online, so I was worried that I would not 

be able to share information and communicate well with other students. Since the lecture videos had 
slide materials with scripts, I could understand the lectures contents smoothly, and I could watch the 
videos whenever I wanted, so I was able to take the lectures efficiently. On the other hand, in the 
group work, I was able to discuss the theme within a limited time and summarize the results as 
PowerPoint. I felt a great sense of accomplishment. As a group work leader, I will be in charge of 
gathering opinions and supervising PowerPoint creation.  
At first, I couldn't get in touch with group members at all, so I proceeded with a group work with 
another student from Hokkaido University to solidify the composition of the slides and the content 
of the discussion, but I was able to get in touch with other members safely. Students pointed out the 
contents of the prototype slides and gave some advice on points that should be supplemented from 
their own specialty, so that we could think together. I was able to get a very exciting opportunity 
though the group work. 
In particular, in conclusion, from a student studying the development of the Far East area, as a 
concrete proposal, a supplementary explanation was added about the necessity of constructing the 
Northern Sea Route and the necessity of considering the balance between its convenience and 
environmental risk. I received the advice. His proposal, based on his academic knowledge and 
experience, allows us to discover new aspects that we do not have, which is very impressive. 
 
It has been said that collaboration with different fields is indispensable for solving problems for a 
sustainable society, and I felt that way. Through this group work, I learned that it is important to 
share issues with a common understanding in order to achieve one result with students from different 
cultures and specialties. By clarifying what we need to discuss on the subject of sustainability, which 
has many aspects and is intertwined with complex issues, each person thinks about it in various 
ways. This made us possible to discuss. 
In the future, I need to take action on the relationship with the Far East and the Arctic Circle, 
including Russia, while cooperating with each other independently as a region that has the same 
archaeological cultural roots and uses close environmental resources. As a starting point, I hope that 
what I learned from this RJE3 program will develop for sustainability.

Name YASUDA Honoka 

Graduate school Graduate school of Engineering 

Course Year Master 2 

Period of time 7th December,2020 ~ 18th December,2020 

Home University Hokkaido University 



 I decided to participate in this program for the following two reasons. 
(1) Since I came to Hokkaido University, I have been learning about technologies unique to the 

northern region in my field of expertise. However, I wanted to learn more about the people's lives, 
culture, history, and environment of the northern region on a cross-disciplinary basis. 
By looking at my research field from the perspective of the development of the northern region, I 

hoped to gain a different perspective on research and reaffirm the position of my own research. 
Through video lectures given by professors from the northern part of the country, I was able to gain 

interesting insights into life, culture, history, and the environment that are different from my field of 
expertise. Many of the topics related to the relationship between Russia and Japan from a historical 
perspective and the lives of the people who have lived in the northern regions since ancient times 
were new to me. On the topic of the environment, I felt a sense of crisis when I learned about the 
effects of global warming on the northern regions, as the changes in the soil and natural environment 
caused by global warming closely affect the flora, fauna, and ecosystems. I felt a sense of urgency as 
I realized that the situation is very serious. As someone who studied in the northern part of the 
country, I strongly felt that I would like to face environmental issues more sincerely. 
In the field of urban development, which is my area of specialization, I was able to reaffirm the 

importance of planning methods and ideas, because the plans that have been considered in Hokkaido 
are not limited to Hokkaido, but are problems faced by the northern region. 
During the group work with the Russian students, I was able to learn about their approaches and the 

contents of their research from a different perspective than the Japanese students, which I found very 
interesting, although it may have been due to the fact that our research fields are different. In the 
summary, as a researcher, I positioned myself as a coordinator who can propose solutions to local 
issues to the government and other parties with the power to solve them in order to form a 
sustainable society, and together we can create a better society. This was compiled by extracting 
from the proposals submitted by the students what they recognized as the position of a researcher. 
When I showed them the summary, I was very happy to see that the members were very convinced 
that they were right. I was also very impressed by how cooperative the Russian students were in the 
group work, even though they were from different 
universities in a short period of time. It was hard to organize 
the members, but it was very rewarding to meet such 
cooperative members. Once this pandemic is over, I wanted 
to meet them in person and talk to them about the challenges 
of the northern region and how to achieve a sustainable 
society. 
Through this program, I realized that we are facing the 

same challenges beyond the national borders. I strongly felt 
the necessity and significance of sharing ideas and technologies and building a good northern society 
together, not only to solve problems, but also to promote a sustainable environment, culture, and 
development. In order to share ideas and technologies, I believe that Russia and Japan should 
continue to have good and close exchanges. 
And I hope that one day this pandemic will be under control and I will be able to see my students in 

Russia. 

Name KANO Wakana 

Graduate school Graduate school of Engineering 

Course Year Master 1 

Period of time 7th December, 2020 ~ 18th December, 2020 

Home University Hokkaido University 



r of a civil engineering 
professor.  
 
From an early age, my father took me to see large-scale things such as dams and bridges in the 
nature of Hokkaido and learned that these have great significance in directly supporting people's 
lives.  
 
Also, in my life in the Netherlands several times, I was fascinated by the magnificent civil 
engineering and architecture that confronts nature, such as the cityscape with canals and windmills, 
and aspired to the world of architectural civil engineering.  
 
From these experiences, I am very particular about crossing multiculturalism and thinking rooted in 
the northern region.   
 
The best experience in this class was being able to discuss our future roles with international 
students from the northern region.  
 
I was able to talk about things that cannot be discussed in research and activities in a limited world 
(architecture in Japan).  
 
The conversation with Russian students who had different values from ourselves was exciting and a 
very good experience. 
 
Also, although it was difficult to talk with the chat app, 
communication using English, which I do not usually use, 
was also a good training. 
 
In addition, online on-demand lectures gave me the 
flexibility to spread my knowledge and insights while 
making effective use of my time. 
 
Based on these, good discussions with international students 
were born. 
 
However, creating a presentation was extremely difficult. I 
couldn't meet face-to-face, and I couldn't adjust the schedule  
well, so I regret that I had to rely on individuals. 
 
In the future, we will become a society in which we must 
plan sustainable architecture and cities from a 
comprehensive perspective of the environment and society.  
 
In such a society, I would like to use it as a source of food 
for leaving better architecture in society from a multicultural 
and cross-disciplinary perspective. 

My roots are the experience of growing up in Hokkaido under the fathe

Name SATO Ryota 

Graduate school Graduate school of Engineering 

Course Year Master 1 

Period of time 7 December, 2020 ~ 18 December, 2020 

Home University Hokkaido University 



 
Since I was a child, I have lived in many different areas because my parents were often transferred. 

I have gained this experience and have experienced the diversity of cultures and people. For me, 
actually coming into contact with an unknown region is an experience that my father also looks 
forward to. 
 
That is why I participated in the RJE3 program last year and went to Russia. By actually talking 

directly to students and architects in the region and experiencing the culture of food, sports, etc., I 
was able to gain knowledge and senses that I could not get from books. This is also the reason why I 
participated in this project. 
I learned many things through this series of experiences. 
 
The biggest thing I learned was that through real communication, I gained a better understanding of 

other cultures. I think this is something that can never be achieved by just interacting with foreign 
students in Japan. 
In addition to being in another country, we were also in different fields of study this time. 

The professor's lecture was also more interesting than the previous one, with a wider range of 
fields and contents. 
 
In the future, in this globalized world, I see this kind of proactive act of trying to understand other 

cultures as very important. 
Also, due to the influence of Corona, this point of change is very important, as online technology 

and use is becoming more and more popular. The world has become so much closer. I hope I can 
take this without being too pessimistic and use it as an opportunity for my work and research. 
 
 

 

Name TERAJIMA Keisuke 

Graduate school Graduate school of Engineering 

Course Year Master 1 

Period of time 7 December, 2020 ~ 18 December, 2020 

Home University Hokkaido University 

Presentation movie 



basis, when listening to lectures, I emphasize what I should emphasize in order to convey what I have 
researched to the world, rather than just taking a passive attitude. I took the course from a bird's-eye 
view of what I had to convey. In developed countries overseas, the population is declining rapidly and 
there are many regions, so I hope that the content of this lecture will be one of the methods to guide 
future town development. 
Next, I would like to talk about presentation assignments created by six students. At first, I was very 

anxious in my group because I was the only Japanese person. Furthermore, since it was an online 
exchange using ZOOM, it was difficult to directly read the atmosphere and facial expressions of the 
other party. However, the Russian students kindly led me, who was nervous at the first meeting, and 
managed to communicate. However, it was quite difficult to communicate with gestures on the screen, 
and I was very disappointed that the first meeting ended because I couldn't convey exactly what I was 
thinking. I wanted to make use of this regret next time, and at the second meeting, I was able to convey 
my thoughts and ideas while connecting the words and words I had. However, it was very helpful 
because the Russian students listened to me more than that. 
As a result, we decided on the division of roles for each theme and compiled the materials while 

making the most of each strength. The field I was in charge of was "Should we play leading roles in 
the fields of sustainable environment in the Arctic Circles?". In a world of global warming, the Arctic 
Circle is extremely affected by melting ice, increasing methane gas, affecting living organisms, and 
extreme meteorological phenomena. With the common goal of reducing CO2 emissions, we wondered 
what Arctic countries could do together. In particular, I proposed four this time. The first is "Research 
cooperation," the second is "Construction of scientific ability," the third is "Access to information," 
and the fourth is "Strengthening and cooperation of remote sensing programs and field monitoring and 
observation programs." Combining these, I think we must take this issue of the Arctic Circle as our 
own. 
 
 

I participated in the RJE3 program training last year 
and actually went to Khabarovsk, Russia. In the 
Khabarovsk training, I experienced various activities 
such as presenting the results of my treatise, excursion 
in the field, and interacting with Russian students. 
Above all, it was my first time to go to Russia, so all 
the experiences were fresh and the time passed in no 
time. In that process, I was able to experience a 
completely different way of thinking and culture from 
Japanese students, and I was looking forward to 
communicating with them again in this introduction.  
 
In this introduction, I was required to take eight 

lectures and make a five-minute presentation video with 
Russian students on one of those topics. By taking the 
lectures, all the lectures were very interesting and I was able to think about things from a broad 
perspective. In particular, I would like to comment on the lecture that left an impression on me. 
 
One is a lecture on planned research for the formation of an intensive compact city in Yubari City, 

Hokkaido, which is my research area. Since this is a theme that I have been involved with on a daily 

Name UEKI Shota 

Graduate school Graduate school of Engineering 

Course Year Master1 

Period of time 7 December, 2020 ~ 18 December, 2020  

Home University Hokkaido University 



As mentioned above, I feel that I was able to actively communicate with Russian students while I 
was not accustomed to them, and deepened my understanding of the problems faced not only in Japan 
but also in other countries. In the future, I would like to continue to actively interact with students by 
taking advantage of the experience gained from this program and valuing various opportunities in 
order to activate research activities in Japan and Russia. 



I wanted to take the RJE3 program because I thought it was valuable for my research and a deeper 
understanding of the city in the future. 

 In my usual research activities, I was thinking about "how to plan the city in the future". In the 
student seminar, I understand the history of the city and refer to recent domestic and foreign cases to 
find out what I aim to face the city every day. What I feel through the seminar is the importance of 
being aware of ideas and perspectives that I do not have. In this program as well, I expected that my 
way of thinking would be multifaceted and flexible by interacting with ideas from different majors 
and backgrounds across countries. In the actual lecture, when I summarize my thoughts on 
sustainability while watching the video, there are many contents that I had to deal with, such as 
non-specialized archeology and vegetation, and I look at it with a fresh feeling. I find it interesting to 
be able to do it.  

My interest in the city is how to design a spacious space in the city. I am currently conducting a 
usage behavior survey targeting outdoor open spaces in snowy and cold cities. The important thing 
in this is whether to create a spacious urban space by designing an outdoor space that makes the 
most of the charm of winter. Therefore, I thought it would be good to deepen my understanding of 
my research by thinking about the attractiveness of urban outdoor spaces in Russia, which is more 
climatically harsh. To be honest, during the actual lectures, there were no particular themes related 
to the research subject, so I think that there was not much content that could be directly referred to.  

But instead of not being able to learn about my area of expertise, I relearned my English 
inconvenience. I faced the difficulty of working with overseas students I met for the first time in 
situations where I couldn't use facial expressions and body language. Certainly, online conversations 
have become commonplace, and I find it great to be able to casually meet with people from all over 
the world. But on the other hand, I felt that the inconvenience caused by the difference in language 
was much greater than when I met in person. What I tackled with this difficulty was to watch the 
video earlier than anyone else, organize the content, diligently give instructions on the division of 
work so that the work could be completed without problems by the deadline, and voluntarily. To set 
up a meeting. This is because I thought that the division of roles was more important than usual 
because each member often had to work individually.  

As mentioned above, I had to work in a short amount of time, and I think that overcoming that 
difficulty gave me more power to push things forward than ever before. 
 

Name SASAKI Takashi 

Graduate school Graduate school of Engineering 

Course Year Master 1 

Period of time 7 December, 2020 ~ 18 December, 2020 

Home University Hokkaido University 



 
The reason I wanted to participate in this program is that I want to be aware of the current challenges 
and how I can contribute to solving those challenges in the areas I am learning and advancing in the 
future. 
 

What you learned from practical training 
 
What I found particularly interesting was the history of Russia's development in the Arctic Circle and 
its development strategies for international competition and geopolitical reasons. 
It was a field that I hadn't learned much so far, so I had many aspects to know for the first time, and I 
felt that the situation of resources and the scale of strategy in Russia's Arctic Circle are significantly 
different from those in Japan. 
However, even if the scale is different, I think that sustainability is a universal issue, and I think it is 
important to cooperate in developing technology in each region. 
 
I also worked with students from other universities to create the presentation. I am glad that each of 
us received the same lecture and that we were able to discuss how we can play a role in a sustainable 
environment and culture from each perspective. 
We had discussions, raised issues and reached the following conclusions. 

we should think about saving balance between population, food supply, infrastructure, medical 
supply, tourism contents, and other issues. 

We have to adjust the amount and quality of these things in the region. 
In the perspective, we should play a role to draw masterplan of the region with international 

viewpoints. 
 
Through the practical training, I was able to learn the past history, current situation and issues in 
various fields, and gain a perspective to see future developments. 
I think I had a very valuable experience, such as taking a very interesting lecture and discussing with 
other students. 
 

About future course and relations with Russia 
I plan to get a job from April of this year. 
At university and graduate school, I learned about architecture and city planning in Hokkaido, which 
is a cold region with snow. And I would like to make use of what I have learned so far and work on 
the city planning of local governments from the standpoint of administration. 
At that time, as I learned from this program, I would like to always be aware of sustainable 
development and maintenance of a sustainable culture. 
And regarding the relationship with Russia, I worked together this time to tackle the issue, and since I 
participated in the Khabarovsk forum last year, I felt very close to it. And Hokkaido and Russia are 
geographically close to each other, and they have a common point that they are cold regions. I think it 
is important for further cooperation and exchanges in terms of technology and culture in the future. 
By doing so, I think we will be able to deal with the challenges and crises that we will face in the 
future 

 
 

Participation motive 

Name ISHIBASHI Kisara 

Graduate school Graduate school of Engineering 

Course Year Master 2 

Period of time 7 December, 2020 ~ 18 December, 2020 

Home University Hokkaido University 



Practical Training for Siberian Studies:
History, Culture and Peoples

Professor KATO Hirofumi
(Center for Ainu and Indigenous Studies)

【Course Objectives】
This course deals with the current issues on human history in Siberia. It also enhances the development of students’ 
skill of museum collections in Siberian cities. Through the practices at the museum, you can learn the collection 
management system in Museum in Siberia and how to access the materials.

1. What do you devise for making the class creative? (Or what is special about this class)
Practical course works of university in Russian are conducted in classroom with museum facilities such as research 
samples. We coordinate the course with Russian faculty staffs so that students will be able to experience a different 
style of lecture method that is quite different from Japan.

2. What do you expect students to learn through this course?
In Siberia, there is a vast land with diverse natural environments and landscapes.









Name SKRIABINA Iia 





Permafrost ecosystem in the Arctic regions

Professor SUGIMOTO Atsuko
(Arctic Research Center・Division of Earth System Science)

【Course Objectives】

RJE3 program.

1. What is ingenious in this class? (Or what is special about this class)

sciences, and it is important to have discussions among the students in this course. The point of this course is letting 
students trying to think by themselves, such as how to acquire data in the field. In the short curse, each student 
group work on different theme. Because themes are related each other, the discussions among the groups are also 
necessary.

2. What do you expect students to learn through this class?







Name SASAKI Takashi 

Graduate school Graduate School of Engineering 

Course Year Master 1 

Period of time 16 Febrary,2021 ~ 20 Febrary,2021 

Home University Hokkaido University 

I participated in this forum for the purpose of getting in touch with and interacting with 

international ideas about my research. 

At the Forum, I explained the proposal of the design guideline of Public Space that makes the 

best use of the charm of Cold City. I organize the content of the exchange of opinions after my 

presentation as follows. 

Because there was a part similar to the urban environment in Russia, I was able to sympathize 

with it. Overseas professors seemed to be interested in how to design concretely. They also seemed to 

be interested in the good examples of other outdoor spaces. 

In my research, I was able to evaluate advanced cases in the city center of Sapporo by 

investigating the usage in detail based on the data. In order to evaluate the city center, I tried to 

eliminate my subjective opinions as much as possible. On the other hand, after experiencing this forum, 

I learned that it is also necessary to have an opinion on how I would like to plan concretely. I didn't 

think too much from the designer's point of view. I think it is important to have an attitude that values 

being based on objective ideas in order to conduct research. However, as a person who learned 

architecture, I felt that I should be aware of the position of proposing my thoughts to the future society 

through design. In other words, I felt that it was necessary to think so that I could choose a position 

different from research. 

Finally, I write about my relationship with Russia. Russia, which has a snowy and cold city, is in 

common with Sapporo, so I think it would be interesting for my research to analyze while comparing 

the two countries. I would like to analyze the differences in national character and think about plans 

and designs that will make the city more enjoyable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REJ3 Participating in the "basic subjects" online class of the RJE3 program contributes a lot to my 
research. The RJE3 Program is in the fields of sustainable environment, sustainable culture, and 
sustainable development in the Far East and the Arctic Circle. Winter city is one of my research 
subjects and developing a comfortable and sustainable open space environment for pedestrian in 
winter city is the aim of my research. Having this class and working with other students from 
Russian could give me a broader research perspective and enrich my experience in my research. 
 
Through 3 days of the forum, I have an awesome experience. The contents of every participants’ 
presentation are very interesting. There are many kinds of research fields in this forum from different 
countries. It is conducive to the communication between different research fields and opens up my 
horizon.. 

 
As for my presentation, it is a precious opportunity to show my research to all the professors and 
students from other countries. After my presentation, professors and students comment on my 
presentation friendly. A Russian students’ comment impressed me most. He mentioned the relative 
research in Russian, and point out the difference between my research in Hangzhou China and 
Russian research. It is really helpful for my future study and makes me focus on the objectives of my 
research. 

 
 
 

Name KAN Qi 

Graduate school Graduate school of Engineering 

Course Year Doctor 2nd year 

Period of time 16 February, 2021 ~ 20 February, 2021   

Home University Hokkaido University 



The lectures of professors are very academic and professional but easy to understand. Professors 
always use plenty of pictures and explain them with accurate simple words. It inspired me how to 
improve my presentation. The presentations of other students are also attractive. Some of them 
presented research about their graduation design work. Some presented research on architecture 
theory. Although we are from different countries, I find it surprising that we have experienced some 
similar training in architecture design. 
 
The forum this year is special, because of COVID-19 spreading through the world. An online forum 
not only avoids infections between participants but also saves traveling time and cost. All the 
presentations are recorded and uploaded on a public website. Anyone could watch them. But there 
are still some inconveniences caused by the online forum. The communication between professors is 
passionate, but there is few communication between students. And some embarrassing moment 
caused by the bad network. I wish next year’s forum could be held in Russia and every participant 
could come there and communicate with each other face to face. 



Design School of Japan and Russia

  
 

【Course Objectives】
In this Design School of Japan and Russia, students will acquire the knowledge on the Urban Architectural Design 

1. What are the characteristics of this course?
The theme of this course is construction design in cold regions.
The students will participate “New Ideas of New Century”, an International academic forum in which several 
universities from Japan, Russia and Korea joins every year at the Pacific National University (Khabarovsk).  
Students are required to present their researches, such as graduation thesis and diploma project, along with to 
participate workshops in groups.  While participating in this forum and exchanging with other countries’ students, 
they will develop international communication skills in addition to learning about urban and architectural design and 
construction technology in cold areas.

2. What do you expect from students who participated in the RJE3 Program in the future?
Through the participation in this program, I hope that the students will gain specialized knowledge on construction 

and will be active as an international expert by using their experiences of collaborating with overseas students.

Professor SETOGUCHI Tsuyoshi
(Graduate School of Engineering)

Assistant Professor WATANABE Norihiro
(Graduate School of Engineering)





First motive was self-development. This program gave me wide and profound knowledge that can be 

successfully used in my researches due to my sphere of interests (my major is History). For example, 

lecture of prof. KATO, where was successfully used ecological approach to history. How north 

condition influence on human. Lecture of prof. Setoguchi made great example of how any project can 

be planned and realized with hard work. Other lectures were also very helpful to understand how other 

spheres work. Interdisciplinary approach gave me new thoughts to my activity and how I can realize 

them. Second motive was new experience of learning. Learning from professionals from different 

country should open new viewpoints on current knowledge. We can see how different, but how close 

our countries are. For example, lecture of prof. Tabata gave good view on problems of North in Russia 

from another side. Ecological risks are often forbidden by economic successes. In addition, with 

student group we made presentation about sustainable development in different spheres. We were 

brainstorming with each other five times till we get finished work. Everybody was inside working 

process: making each part, helping each other, making presentation, making finished video 

presentation. It was very comfortable with people who are interested in work. The third motive was 

expanding knowledge of language. The main language was English. I developed my everyday speech 

because of working in group. We tried to help each other with language to make useful place to 

exchange our thoughts. Lectures gave experience of listening hard and interesting material. In future I 

hope to continue participating in different open courses. I think, I will spread idea of region 

cooperation between my fellows. We should understand each other, common risks and make new 

ways of making our future bright.  

Name AKULICH Gleb

Graduate school School of Arts and Humanities 

Course Year Master, 1 

Period of time 7 December, 2020 – 18 December, 2020 

Home University Far Eastern Federal University 



This internship interested me as soon as I heard about it from the head of my Department. He 

told me that Hokkaido University is recruiting Russian students to discuss interdisciplinary issues. 
Moreover, everything happens in Japanese, and I am professionally engaged in Eastern philosophy. 

By the way, a little about philosophy. What distinguishes philosophy from other Sciences? Our 

specialization is aimed at the realization of the interaction of cultures. The philosophy formulates the 

main areas of mutual understanding. People of all cultures have an inner understanding of truth, art, 

justice. Philosophy reflects on the zones of interaction. Other humanitarian spheres of science deal 

only with specific features. The task of philosophy is to analyse the most General concepts of 

different cultures. Therefore, it is better to send a philosopher for an internship. A philosopher can 

understand both science and international relations better than anyone else. So, my opinion:  if you 

are going to study another culture, study its basic internal structure, not some specific moments. 

Moreover, only philosophers have interdisciplinary methods that are relevant in the era of 

globalization and post-science. Japan is been called unknown and mysterious, that's because of the 

unique way of understanding the world. As a philosopher, I note a fundamentally different type of 

thinking associated with the Japanese aesthetical pattern. Japanese aesthetic pattern is a special 

paradigm of world vision characteristic of Japan. Unlike any other cultural paradigms, the core of 

Japanese paradigm is not ontology (or cosmology), not ethics, but aesthetics. This phenomenon 

interested me, and I've been studying it for 2 years.  

 

Returning to the question of the internship itself, to be honest, I must say that I am not too 

happy with the online format. The fact is that live communication is lost, and the existential 

component is lost. In any case, it was a necessary measure, for the sake of safety. I am very happy 

that the organizers of the program take care of our health. By the way, the online format does not 

interfere with the assimilation of the material! For this, I must say a huge thank you to the professors 

who kindly recorded their lectures for us. I was really interested to learn new things from the sphere 

of design, history, anthropology, urban studies and history! I regret that I did not have the 

opportunity to communicate with such high-level professionals in person, but I still appreciate their 

contribution. 

Name BESPALOV Ilia 

Graduate school School of Arts and Humanities 

Course Year Master 1 

Period of time 7 December,2020 ~ 18 December,2020   

Home University Far Eastern Federal University 



I hope this isn't my last internship to Japan University. Now, I am studding neuro and 

cognitive science. I consider aesthetic and ethical experience within the framework of 

neurophilosophy. My research is based, among other things, on the developments of Japanese 

scientists. I believe that my future will relate to the work of Japanese researchers. 

 



I signed up for this course thanks to my teacher. My teacher decided that this course would be of 

interest to me, and she was right. The course consisted of an introductory part where we were told 

about the course. I learned how to use the site, read the assignments, and started studying lectures. 

The lectures were very interesting. I studied Japan in lectures: culture, human origins, climatic 

conditions, development and much more. While listening to the lectures, I recalled my trip to Japan. 

I climbed Fuji-san, watched the sunrise, it was an unforgettable journey. 

The lectures talked about the permafrost in Yakutia, about the problems that people face there every 

day. I liked everything very much! I hope for further cooperation. 

 

Name IVANYUK Arina 

Graduate school School of Arts and Humanities 

Course Year Master 1 

Period of time 7 December, 2020 ~ 18 December, 2020 

Home University Far Eastern Federal University 



The reason for my participant motive is simple. Last academic year I got the opportunity to do an 

internship at Hokkaido University. But to my regret I could not fly to Japan because of the 

pandemic. That is why I took part online course to get at least some of that knowledge. 

I also think that this was an invaluable experience for me, and I am grateful for the offer to 

participate in the online course. 

In practical lessons, I learned to assimilate material from online lectures. there was a lot of 

information about the history and culture of the Far East. I also looked at the topics of environment, 

regional development and resources. I realized that politics and economics greatly influence the 

development of the Far East. This aspect is extremely important. I also learned to work in a group 

with complete strangers. 

In my opinion is that the interaction between Russia and Japan is of great importance for the region. 

Countries can share invaluable experiences that will contribute to development. 

Name KOZIONOVA Anna 

Graduate school School of Arts and Humanities 

Course Year Master 2 

Period of time 7 December, 2020 – 18 December, 2020 

Home University Far Eastern Federal University 





I signed up for the course quite by accident and I liked the structure of the lectures, the material that 

was clear for presentation, and the group work. We studied in lectures about Japan in ancient Russia 

of the 19th century, about climatic effects and the origin of people, about permafrost in Yakutia, 

creative methods in design, by the way, I liked the course very much about compact cities in Japan 

and population aging, which is undoubtedly a problem. global warming. And of course, there was a 

course about sustainable development, in which there were a lot of infographics, difficult to 

understand, but interesting for me. I don’t know how it will turn out in time, but I will definitely 

monitor interesting.

Name ZADORIN Artur 

Graduate school School of Arts and Humanities  

Course Year Master 2 

Period of time 7 Desember,2020 ~ 18 Desember,2020   

Home University Far-Eastern Federal University 



In December we joined RJE3Online course. My participation motive was gaining knowledge 

in the field of culture, religion, development of our countries and other. This experience could help 

me to organize events and discussions about international relations. This course met my 

expectations. 

From practical training I learned specifics of development of Far East and Arctic Circle. 

We made a PPT presentation with our group about it. Communication with group members was very 

valuable. This made it possible to discuss various points and identify original ways. Video lectures 

from RJE3 course helped me to learn more about this topic. 

About future course and relations with Russia. In the future, I hope to continue 

communication with representatives of different cultures to establish dialogue and solve the 

problems of our regions. 

Name MEDOVNIK Sofia

Graduate school School of Arts and Humanities 

Course Year Master 2 

Period of time 7 December, 2020 ~ 18 December, 2020 

Home University Far-Eastern Federal University 



Past and Present of Hokkaido:
History of Ishikari and Sorachi

Professor SHIRAKIZAWA Asahiko
(Graduate School of Humanities and Human Sciences)

【Course Objectives】
Sapporo city and the suburban area hold a lot of traces of indigenous people‘s life and several museums which 

emigration, settlement, and reclamation of Japanese people (Wajin), and also traces of the achievement of economic 
development in the prewar and post war time in the central area of Hokkaido through to observe historical resources 

through learning the history of Sapporo and central area of Hokkaido.

1. What is ingenious in this class? (Or what is special about this class)
This class involves that you will go and visit museums and archives in Sapporo, Otaru and Sorachi region, where 
you can learn through the exhibits and explanations by curators there.
Each museums and archives convey the history and present appearance of Hokkaido by making the best use of its 
features. It will be a great opportunity to know the history of Hokkaido comprehensively.

2.What do you expect students to learn through this class?
Many of the exhibits in each museums and archives are valuable and the explanations are substantial, although most 
of them are displayed in Japanese. Through the English explanation provided in this class and integration it with the 
real item of exhibits, we’d like you to deepen your understanding of the history of Hokkaido and Japan, and have 
more interest in it as taking this class.





The RJE 3 program is a great way for joint international cooperation in the scientific field, which 

allows students not only to learn a lot of interesting things in applied sciences from different 

teaching angles, to advance in their scientific topics, but also to join the foreign environment, which 

plays a big role in the modern world. 

Naturally, this year the RJE 3 program has undergone a lot of changes and limitations, which led to 

difficulties in the implementation of activities and the transition to distance learning, this is a very 

sad, but forced and necessary outcome. But one way or another, such programs are very important 

not only for the scientific community, but also for international integration between countries as a 

whole. 

I hope that every year the RJE 3 program will only develop and expand its boundaries in order to 

attract more scientifically interested potential personnel to increase scientific potential in various 

fields.

Name KOLPAKOV Aleksei 

Graduate school Institute natural of science 

Course Year Master 2 

Period of time 7 December, 2020 ~ 18 December, 2020 

Home University North Eastern Federal University 



The motivation for attending the RJE3 course was the opportunity to get acquainted with the modern 

and fundamental features of the scientific approach in the study of the Arctic and the Far East. 

The program of the course of lectures is well thought out: it covers at once three concepts of the 

concept of development (economy, ecology, society), allows to consider research from two sides 

(Russian and Japanese), an interdisciplinary approach. Joint work with Japanese teachers gave me 

the opportunity to understand the approach of foreign colleagues to scientific work and to the 

education system in general. Thanks to the courses, I think I have already discovered something new 

and have a competitive ability at the international level. The only frustrating thing is the lack of 

atmosphere. I know that not everyone has access to fast internet and silence. A person at home is 

distracted a lot, which reduces the efficiency and quality of assimilation of the material. 

I hope that in the future, humanity will learn to detect diseases in advance and overcome pandemics 

without difficulty so that offline training can be conducted in Hokkaido. I also hope that the RJE3 

program will be expanded and expanded further. For example, the set of quotas for students will 

increase, new Russian and Japanese universities will be added. This will serve as a solid reason for 

the wide spread of young people in science and the impetus for research activity in countries. Thank 

you!

Name NOGOVITSYN Sergei 

Graduate school Institute natural of science  

Course Year Master 2 

Period of time 7 December, 2020 ~ 18 December, 2020 

Home University North Eastern Federal University 



First of all, I would like to express my gratitude for the opportunity to participate in this programme 

and to take a diversified course of lectures, even though the Covid-19 prevented it. 

The motivation for participating in the program was interest. Interest in the teaching system in 

Japanese high school, in collaboration with Russian. It was a revelation to me how these two 

systems of education and communication (information transfer) differ. How scientists in these 

countries interact and differ, what they’re working on. 

Future courses in this programme will hopefully follow the plan and will be field-based. 

As of today, Russo-Japanese relations in particular in Yakutia are progressing more dynamically, and 

this is evident from the results of the joint work as installation of wind diesel complex (WDC) in 

Bulun district, p. Tiksi, and greenhouse complex «Sayuri». 

I also know that there are joint studies on the environment, on the topics of studying permafrost, 

climate change in boreal forests, tundra and mammoth fauna. I think future Russo-Japanese relations 

will be just as productive in science and technology for the future of the planet. Because we all live 

and feed from the same land and, as we can see, everything is connected: changes in such important 

things as climate, water level, snow (albedo), air quality (western transport) and all of us have an 

equal responsibility to the future of our planet, biodiversity of fauna and flora, indigenous peoples. 

We need to protect them. 
 

Name SKRIABINA Iia

Graduate school Institute natural of science 

Course Year M2 

Period of time 7 December, 2020 ~ 18 December, 2020 

Home University North Eastern Federal University 



The RJE-3 program is an excellent platform for the development of international relations and the 

exchange of scientific experience. I believe that this program allows us to open new borders for both 

countries. 

Due to the spread of COVID-19, the system has acquired a slightly different look. There are 

difficulties in distance education. 

I hope that the RJE3 program will develop and erase borders between countries. 

Name STEPANOV Grigorii 

 

Graduate school Institute natural of science 

Course Year Master 2 

Period of time 7th December, 2020 ~ 18th December, 2020 

Home University North Eastern Federal University 



Introduction to Far East and Arctic Studies RJE3 Program: 
Environment, Culture and Sustainable Development

Professor TABATA Shinichiro

【Course Objectives】
Students aspiring to become researchers or regional technical experts engaged in the sustainable use of 
environmental resources, and resultant environmental/social problems. This is also expected to encourage students 
to develop a vision for the future.

1. Please tell us about your relationship with Russia.
I was interested in the socialist economy, which lead me keep studying on the economy of Soviet Union and 
proceeding Russia. I am interested in the economic development of a whole Russia the most, although recently I 
have been focusing on researches on economies in the Far East Russia and the Arctic circle area. I visit Moscow 
every year to exchange opinions with economists and others, besides, recently there are more opportunities to visit 

2. What do you expect from students who participated in the RJE3 program in the future?
It is ideal for them to get works relevant with exchanges with Russia (in the field of business, administration, 
research, education, etc.), making use of their knowledge of the Far east Russia, acquired through this RJE3 
program.  Even if not so, I expect that the students will be active internationally as a specialist who can understand 
well the different cultures and diverse values learning through the exchanges with Russian students in this program.





I took part in this program because I considered it a good opportunity to improve my foreign 

language skills, gain new experience, get acquainted with Japanese higher education, and broaden 

my horizons. The lectures provided to us in this program were informative and interesting; the level 

of preparation of presentations is extremely high. The students were provided with all the necessary 

materials for independent development of the program, the technical support of the courses was 

professional and of high quality.  

During this program, I learned a lot in those areas with which I had not had the opportunity to 

interact before. This, without any doubt, will benefit me as a young researcher. In the future, I will 

definitely link one of my studies to the topic of sustainable development in the Arctic, so the lectures 

of the program allowed me to get acquainted with this topic and became a good introduction to the 

study of the problems that the world community is currently facing: pollution of the environment, 

global warming, overpopulation and migration. 

I would like to express my gratitude to Hokkaido University and everyone involved in the 

development and implementation of this program. Special thanks to all the teachers for the most 

interesting lectures and presentations. I hope that I will still have the opportunity to participate in 

such events.

 

Name MIKHAILOVA Diana 

Graduate school History of international relations 

Course Year Master 1 

Period of time 7th December 2020 – 18th  December 2020 

Home University Irkutsk State University 









Graduate school Institute of Architecture and Design 

Course Year Master 1 

Period of time 7 December,2020 ~18 December, 2020 

Home University Pacific National University 

In February 2020, I was accepted to the Hokkaido University. In August 2020, I was scheduled to 
attend a two-week program of RJE3. Unfortunately, because of the pandemic around the world, I 
was unable to personally visit the Hokkaido Institute. 
But I’m glad that the Hokkaido University did its best and made the RJE3 course for us online. 

Thank you for your work. It was a pleasure to work with the team on «5 minutes PPT presentation 
by Group work» on the theme "How can we play leading roles in the fields of sustainable 
environment, sustainable culture and sustainable development in the Far East and the Arctic Circle?" 
The group work was quite enjoyable for me. Despite the fact that we were all unfamiliar and had 
different specializations, distribute tasks and make a good presentation. I was very pleased with our 
joint work.  
Working on the site and watching video lectures was easy and simple. All lections were very 

interesting 
The first course History and Culture with Professor Kato and Professor Popov were very 

educational. Knowledge of the history of the region of residence is essential for any educated person. 
And it was incredibly interesting to listen to the archaeological discoveries of the Arctic region and 
the Far East from the oral ones that made archaeological discoveries. 
The second course, where Professor Samsonova talks about creative methods in design and 

Professor Setoguchi about the project compact city. Both of these lectures were incredibly 
interesting and helpful to me. They directly affect my specialty and issues that interest me in my 
future work. 
Professor Sugimoto’s third course of lectures and Professor Fedorov’s lectures are aimed at the 

state of nature and vegetation during permafrost. Nature is intrinsically interesting and 
unpredictable. Each area has its own climatic zone, depending on this, what kind of construction and 
settlement will take place on these lands. 

 
Fourth topic. Professor Tabata's lectures prompted decisions on the question "How can we play 

leading roles in the fields of sustainable environment, sustainable culture and sustainable 
development in the Far East and the Arctic Circle" in a 5-minute presentation. The lectures of 
Professor Kuznetsov were exciting. The professor spoke in detail about the history of the beginning 
of relations between Russia and Japan. 
I was delighted to have completed the online RJE3 training. For myself, I learned a lot of useful 

and informative things. I hope that in 2021 the state of the world will return to normal and I 
personally will be able to study at Hokkaido University. 

Name OREL Dariia 



In February 2020, I was accepted to the Hokkaido University. In August 2020, I was scheduled to 
attend a two-week program of RJE3. Unfortunately, because of the pandemic around the world, I 
was unable to personally visit the Hokkaido Institute. 
But I’m really glad that the Hokkaido University did its best and made the RJE3 course for us 

online. Thank you for your work. It was a pleasure to work with the team on «5 minutes PPT 
presentation by Group work» on the theme "How can we play leading roles in the fields of 
sustainable environment, sustainable culture and sustainable development in the Far East and the 
Arctic Circle?" At first, we had a little trouble choosing a particular social network and getting 
together to discuss the topic, but we did. I think, it is a good presentation. Our group did a good job. 
But when we finished the presentation exactly by the deadline and I started uploading to the site, I 
didn’t press the shipping button. I uploaded the presentation and video already in 2021.  
I apologize. 
Working on the site and watching video lectures was easy and simple. 
The first course History and Culture with Professor Kato and Professor Popov were very 

educational. Archaeology and history are actually interesting objects, and what’s most interesting is 
when you make your own discovery. How they lived, what they ate, and what was the history of the 
settlements that were so long ago on these lands until our time. 
The second course, where Professor Samsonova talks about creative methods in design and 

Professor Setoguchi about the project compact city is very close to me on my topic of direction. 
From this lecture I learned a lot about the design and creation of a comfortable urban environment. 
Thanks to these lectures, I have now drawn many conclusions for myself and have changed my 
outlook on the chosen subject for my master’s thesis. 
Professor Sugimoto’s third course of lectures and Professor Fedorov’s lectures are aimed at the 

state of nature and vegetation during permafrost. Nature is intrinsically interesting and 
unpredictable. Each area has its own climatic zone, depending on this, what kind of construction and 
settlement will take place on these lands. 
Fourth topic. Professor Tabata's lectures prompted decisions on the question "How can we play 

leading roles in the fields of sustainable environment, sustainable culture and sustainable 
development in the Far East and the Arctic Circle" in a 5-minute presentation. The lectures of 
Professor Kuznetsov were exciting. The professor spoke in detail about the history of the beginning 
of relations between Russia and Japan. 
I was delighted to have completed the online RJE3 training. For myself, I learned a lot of useful 

and informative things. I hope that in 2021 the state of the world will return to normal and I 
personally will be able to study at Hokkaido University. 

Name DRATVA Elizaveta 

Graduate school Institute of Architecture and Design 

Course Year Master 1 

Period of time 7 December,2020 ~18 December, 2020 

Home University Pacific National University 



Name VASILEV Maksim





Graduate school Institute of Architecture and Design  

Course Year Master 2 

Period of time 7th December,2020 ~18th December, 2020 

Home University Pacific National University 

The lectures were interesting, I especially liked the lecture of Professor Kuznetsov on the historical 

interaction between Russia and Japan. The design of lectures, especially lectures by Japanese 

professors, intro, everything was done very well. I would like the lectures of Russian and Japanese 

professors to be designed in the same style, but I understand that due to the fact that they were 

recorded in different places, this is impossible. But this does not diminish their quality. 

Our team was quickly assembled, everyone exchanged emails and subsequently chatted using 

WhatsApp. It would be great if a special messenger was provided for such events, since it is not 

always possible to agree among teammates which messenger to choose. Using email gets too much 

time. I would also like everyone to be more active, to answer messages in chat, some guys are too 

shy. 

I think there should be accent on teamwork, more online conferences, so that even without personal 

presence, friendships can be formed despite the distance. Perhaps there should be short reports in 

real time to ask each other questions and give answers. To be honest, before the conference, I 

thought it would be so. 

In general, I can say that everything was good. I got good impressions from teamwork and listening 

interesting lectures. 

Name STETCKO Aleksandra 





 
Hello, my name is Ekaterina. My surname is Tikhonova. I was participating in the online RJE-3 

course. I really enjoyed this course because I wanted to take part in course absolutely in English. 

And I got it. It was my first experience ever. Also I have met some people from other cities and even 

from Japan. We all worked together as a group. It was a little bit difficult, but really interesting.  

I was watching some videos in English, studying about history of Far-East regions, also about 

modern problems of some Japanese cities and so on. I have noticed that a lot of Russian cities have 

the same problems as Japan, namely: uncomfortable houses and infrastructure for living, 

undeveloped road networks etc. 

Of course, I would like to know more about how to solve such problems, how we can to adapt some 

ideas from Japan for Russian cities. I hope that we will be able to visit Japan soon, in the end of 

2021. I am going to write my thesis about ecological education, practice my English skills, make 

friend with foreign students and just get to know the Japan Culture.  
Thank you very much for this course!  

Name TIKHONOVA Ekaterina 

Graduate school Technical Oil and Gas Institute 

Course Year Master 1 

Period of time 7 December, 2020~ 18 December, 2020 

Home University Sakhalin State University 



I decided to participate in this program because it is a good chance to know about new things and 
enlarge my knowledge of English. It is a good opportunity to learn about Arctic and its development. 
Unfortunately, I haven't studied in Japan because of corona virus but these courses helped me to find 
new information and lot's of data that I have to over-think. I think these courses will broad my mind. 
I have learned lots of information from practical training. I learned about sustainable development. 
My task was to make a ppt slide about sustainable culture. The slide is about elements of sustainable 
development. 

Name MUKHA Adriana

Graduate school Institute of Psychology and Pedagogics 

Course Year Master 2 

Period of time 7 December, 2020 ~18 December, 2020 

Home University Sakhalin State University 



I signed up on the recommendation of my teacher, I would very much like to get to the course not in 
a remote form, since the materials are very interesting and I would like to communicate with the 
teachers. the structure of the lectures, clear presentation material and working in groups. We studied 
at lectures Japan in Ancient Russia of the 19th century, about climatic effects and the origin of people, 
about permafrost in Yakutia, creative methods in design, by the way, I really liked the course about 
compact cities in Japan and population aging, which is undoubtedly a problem. global warming. And, 
of course, there was a course on sustainable development, which had a lot of difficult to understand, 
but interesting infographics for me. This material allowed us to see the situation from the other side, 
to approach the issue in more detail. I really hope to get on another similar course. 

Name TALISTKAYA Anastasiya

Graduate school Technical Oil and Gas Institute 

Course Year Master 2 

Period of time 7 December, 2020~ 18 December, 2020 

Home University Sakhalin State University 



 



One of the principle peculiarities of the Holocene 
archaeological cultures in the Maritime Region is their high 
dependence on the climatic and landscape changes which 
took place during last 11 000 years. About 13 000 - 10,000 
BP Paleolithic-Mesolithic inhabitants of the Russian Far 
East moved to new forms of adaptation which included new 
technologies of food resources exploration and tool-making 
(first of all, stone ones). It may be traced by the permanent 
changes of archaeological cultures within periods of climatic 
rhythms’ shifts. The comparison of climatic conditions and 
cultural dynamics in early and Middle Holocene points on 
direct influence of nature processes (landscape 
transformation, changes in faunal and floral assemblages 
connected with the fluctuations of the sea level and 
temperature-humidity conditions) on the change of 
archaeological cultures in the region. Apparently, a search 
for comfortable living conditions was a common type of 
reaction of the societies for the dramatic environment 
changes during the periods of the transition phase and early 
Neolithic. This led to mobile lifestyle of the said societies. 
But the sedentary life-style formation became the main 
content of the early Neolithic in Japan sea basin, the 
formation based on the complex and multi-type reclamation 
of the natural bioresources. The process of the shift to the 
sedentary life has been finished during the Holocene 
optimum period. The assigning economy of the Neolithic 
communities gains the cyclic character of the exploitation of 
the natural resources in the local territories instead of certain 
populations of the plants or animals. The multiplicity of the 
biological niches for the food resources factored into the 
development of hunting, processing and saving modes; 
which became the reason why the Neolithic characteristics 
of the material culture had appeared relatively early and 
without the shift to artificial resources assimilation, i.e. 
without the shift to assigning type of economy. 

Session 1. History and Culture 

Prof. POPOV Alexander 
Scientific Museum 
Far Eastern Federal University 

The RJE3 program is perfect for young people in the northern 
territories of Russia and Japan. It provides an opportunity not 
only to consider engineering, economic, cultural and other 
ways to solve the problems of the northern territories. Only 
together is our new generation finding answers to current 
questions and can decide not to leave for Tokyo or Moscow, 
but to stay and independently influence these processes

Session 2. Living Environment and
Regional Development 

Prof. SAMSONOVA Evgeniya 
Institute of Architecture and Design 
Pacific National University 

The RJE3 program is focused on the study of the northern 
territories. The Circumpolar North plays a rather 
important role in the modern climatic and ecological state 
of the world. Thawing of permafrost with increased 
emissions of greenhouse gases can cause a significant 
increase in modern climate warming. The degradation of 
permafrost is one of the main problems of the modern 
world associated with climate warming. To touch the 
problems of dynamics and evolution of permafrost 
through the RJE3 courses means to be armed with new 
knowledge of independent life in the North. Even if you 
are not in the North, you will know the diversity of the 
nature of the world, and do not forget that a quarter of the 
land area on Earth is permafrost. 

Since a year ago our world was hit by the corona virus 
pandemic and professors and students found themselves 
in an extreme situation. RJE3 was no exception. We had 
to do it online. Fortunately, by this time I had already 
gained experience, since our lectures at the University of 
Irkutsk have been delivered online since spring 2020. I 
managed to record my lecture and prepare a presentation 
on the history of Russian-Japanese relations. I hope this 
was interesting and helpful for the students. 
It seems to me that this form of education has its positive 
and negative sides. 
One of the undoubted advantages of online education is 
the ability to study from anywhere in the world, the ability 
to choose several courses and be in time everywhere. Yo 
u yourself choose not only the place, but also the time you 
are ready to spend on study. You do it when it is 
convenient, choosing a comfortable time and place. 
At the same time, you have to sort out all the questions, 
thoughts that have arisen during the lecture on your own. 
You lack context, communication with the professor, 
discussions. It is sometimes difficult to find time to study. 
Human contact is very important. 
Therefore, we are forced to respond to the challenges of 
the circumstances, although I am sure that online 
education will never replace classical education. 
However, this is a good opportunity for self-development.

Session 3. Natural Environment 
and Resource 

Prof. FEDOROV Alexander 
North-Eastern Federal University

Session 4. Politics and Economy 

Prof. KUZNETSOV Sergey 
the Department of World History and 
International RelationsIrkutsk State 
University 
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Prof. Sugimoto would retire at the end of March 2021. We would like 
to thank her hard works and kind support for the exchange of students 
and study through the fieldworks at Yakutsk. Thank you for everything, 
Prof. Sugimoto! We will miss you!! 



Dear Professor Atsuko Sugimoto! 

We are extremely grateful to you for the enormous personal active work in 
our cooperation.

We wish you good times, good health, and plenty of time with your family. 

Thank you again and all the best to you and your family!

All the faculty and staff of the North-Eastern Federal University

Thank you very much for your help including 
RJE3. 
The educational cooperation with North-Eastern 
Federal University you devoted will be very 
helpful for future educational collaboration. 
The land subsidence of Yakutsk that you showed 
me was very impressive, global warming is really 
serious. 
Please take good care of yourself and wish you all 
the best. 
SETOGUCHI Tsuyoshi 
 

Thank you very much for your cooperation with Russia, 
including RJE3.  
I strongly remember that my interaction with Saha started 
with COPERA Project of Belmont Forum, by which you 
took me to Yakutsk. That was the beginning of the 
research on the Saha economy in cooperation with 
researchers from North-Eastern Federal University in my 
ongoing project of ArCS II. Wish you watch over our 
continuous interaction between Saha and Hokkaido 
University. 
TABATA Shinichiro 
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Field Short Course at Yakutsk (Summer School) was established in 2009 
under IFES-GCOE project, and after this project we continued it with 
JASSO’s scholarship, and then RJE3 program, with cooperations of NEFU 
and IBPC SDRAS.  In this fiscal year 2020 due to COVID-19, we opened 
the ONLINE school in conjunction with Summer School and Winter 
School in February and March, and this is the 10th Summer School. 
There are a lot of first experience for students at the time of staying of 
Spaskaya Pad forest station. They plunked all leaves from a large logged 
tree, picked up trash (small things of contaminant) in the litter falls with 
forceps, touched the permafrost in the forest, and they went to the forest 
for photosynthesis observation like an early bird. Not only in the research 
but also forest life, the students chopped wood for  (sauna), and it is 
the first time to use an ax for especially Japanese students. They discussed 
about the observation data, but next moment they played soccer. In the 
breakfast some students (not so small number) could not eat  (milk 
porridge, I love it!). There are many funny things like  with a hot and 
cold pond water, unpaved road (or just a natural way in the forest) and 
extreme shaking on the car, and so on.  
It is extremely important experience for the students to conduct field 
works, because they learned the nature and they got to know the people 
with different culture. I really appreciate the cooperation of NEFU and 
IBPC SB RAS, and I hope that all participants in this program can make 
use of their experiments. 

Thank you for all your work and 
contributions at Hokkaido University. 
 I have seen the pictures of your survey in 
the field of Russia, where seemed a very 
wild environment. I admire what you have 
done that survey for many years. Please 
stay healthy even after retirement.  
SHIRAKIZAWA Asahiko 

Memories of Field Short 
Course at Yakutsk and 
RJE3 Program 
 
 
Prof. SUGIMOTO Atsuko 
Arctic Research Center 
Division of Earth System Science 

Dear Prof. Sugimoto, 
On behalf of Pacific National University, 
RJE3 students and graduates we would like 
to express our heartfelt gratitude to you for 
your efforts to support and promote the 
RJE3 Program.  
Your professional activities have 
contributed a lot to the development and 
strengthening of close partnership and 
friendly relations between young people of 
Japan and Russia, as well as academic 
community of both countries.  
We highly appreciate your cooperation and 
wish you all the best! 
Sincerely yours, 
Administration and students of  
Pacific National University 

Thank you for all your efforts. 
The kin network between North-Eastern 
Federal University and Hokkaido 
University owes to your collaborative 
study. 
I would like to continue carefully to inherit 
the relationships that you have built up. 
KATO Hirofumi 
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Contact  
RJE3 Program Central Office  
International Exchange Division, Academic Affairs Department, 

Student Exchange Station 1F, Hokkaido University 

Kita 15-jo Nishi 8-chome, Kita-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido, 006-0815, 
TEL: 011-706-8142, 8143   
Email: RJE-3@oia.hokudai.ac.jp 
 

TEL: 011-706-8142, 8143  
Email: RJE-3@oia.hokudai.ac.jp                                  https://rje3.oia.hokudai.ac.jp/ 



http://rje3.oia.hokudai.ac.jp/
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